
   Worldwide Tourism and “Last Chance” Destinations

Plastic Pollution 
vs. Tourism Income

Preserving the Future
Tourism has often been used as an example 
of human activity that significantly harms the 
environment through contributions to climate 
change, pollution, and the destruction of our most 
vulnerable ecosystems. Instead of advocating 
against tourism entirely, however, it may be 
more worthwhile—and more effective—to use 
tourism as a vehicle for enacting meaningful 
change in our attitudes and actions.

By using the “last chance” destinations 
presented here—that is, tourist destinations 
most immediately threatened—as examples 
of world heritage sites that may no longer 
exist if change does not occur, we can inspire 
people to critically evaluate their lifestyles and 
attitudes. In promoting these “last chance” 
destinations, we can motivate others to protect 
them, ensuring future generations don’t lose 
out on the opportunity to experience Earth and 
its natural beauty the same way we have.

Rising Sea Levels in 
Venice, Italy

Great Barrier Reef 
Bleaching Events

The sea levels in Venice, Italy have continuously risen from a 
low of 6904mm in 1909 to 7148mm in 2000. As the sea level 
rises, much of the city’s infrastructure and historical structures 
are at risk of salt-water corrosion and damage.

For the past 40 years, there have been over 500 high-
severity bleaching events. Each bleaching event brings the 
Great Barrier Reef closer to the point of no return.

Amazon Rainforest
Tree Cover Loss

Due to deforestation, less than 85% of Amazon rainforest  
tree coverage remains (compared to pre-1970 coverage). 
If coverage were to drop to 50%, the results would be 
catastrophic for the rainforest ecosystem.

Disappearing Species
of the Galapagos

Climate change, pollution, overfishing, and many other 
human activities threaten the existence of life on the 
Galapagos Islands. Of the 823 plant and animal species on 
the islands, more than half are threatened in some way. 

Tourism remains low for most countries with “last chance” 
tourist destinations despite comparatively high rates of 
plastic pollution. This likely indicates a more systemic 
cause.

Tourism as a vehicle for meaningful change, and what’s at stake if we don’t commit to action
Last Chance to Waste
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